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Back in 1939, Elrick B. Davis wrote a series of articles which appeared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer
just five months after the first Alcoholics Anonymous group was formed in Akron. The articles

resulted in hundreds of calls for help from suffering alcoholics who reached out for the hope that the
fledgling Alcoholics Anonymous offered. This is one of a series of articles describing the work

Alcoholics Anonymous is doing in Cleveland.

October 21, 1939
Alcoholics Anonymous Makes Its Stand Here

Success
By now it is a rare Clevelander who does not know, or know of, at least one man or woman of high
talent whose drinking had become a public scandal, and who suddenly has straightened out “over

night,” as the saying goes-the liquor habit licked. Men who have lost $15,000 a year jobs have them
back again. Drunks who have taken every “cure” available to the most lavish purse, only to take them

over again with equally spectacular lack of success, suddenly have become total abstainers,
apparently without anything to account for their reform. Yet something must account for the

seeming miracle. Something does.
Alcoholics Anonymous has reached the town.

Fellowship
Every Thursday evening at the home of some ex-drunk in Cleveland, 40 or 50 former hopeless

rummies meet for a social evening during which they buck each other up. Nearly every Saturday
evening they and their families have a party — just as gay as any other party held that evening despite
the fact that there is nothing alcoholic to drink. From time to time they have a picnic, where everyone

has a roaring good time without the aid of even one bottle of beer. Yet these are men and women
who, until recently, had scarcely been sober a day for years, and members of their families who all

that time had been emotionally distraught, social and economic victims of another’s addition.
These ex-rummies, as they call themselves, suddenly salvaged from the most socially noisome of

fates, are the members of the Cleveland Fellowship of an informal society called “Alcoholics
Anonymous.” Who they are cannot be told, because the name means exactly what it says. But any
incurable alcoholic who really wants to be cured will find the members of the Cleveland chapter

eager to help.
The society maintains a “blind” address: The Alcoholic Foundation, Box 657, Church Street Annex

Postoffice, New York City. Inquiries made there are forwarded to a Cleveland banker, who is head of
the local Fellowship, or to a former big league ball player who is recruiting officer of the Akron

Fellowship, which meets Wednesday evenings in a mansion loaned for the purpose by a non-alcoholic
supporter of the movement.



Cured
The basic point about Alcoholics Anonymous is that it is a fellowship of “cured” alcoholics. And that

both old-line medicine and modern psychiatry had agreed on the one point that no alcoholic could be
cured. Repeat the astounding fact:

These are cured.
They have cured each other.

They have done it by adopting, with each other’s aid, what they call “a spiritual way of life.”
“Incurable” alcoholism is not a moral vice. It is a disease. No dipsomaniac drinks because he wants to.

He drinks because he can’t help drinking.
He will drink when he had rather die than take a drink. That is why so many alcoholics die as suicides. He
will get drunk on the way home from the hospital or sanitarium that has just discharged him as “cured.”

He will get drunk at the wake of a friend who died of drink. He will swear off for a year, and suddenly find
himself half-seas over, well into another “bust.” He will get drunk at the gates of an insane asylum where

he has just visited an old friend, hopeless victim of “wet brain.”
Prayer

These are the alcoholics that “Alcoholics Anonymous” cures. Cure is impossible until the victim is
convinced that nothing that he or a “cure” hospital can do, can help. He must know that his disease is
fatal. He must be convinced that he is hopelessly sick of body, and of mind — and of soul. He must be

eager to accept help from any source — even God.
Alcoholics Anonymous has a simple explanation for an alcoholic’s physical disease. It was provided

them by the head of one of New York City’s oldest and most famous “cure” sanitariums. The alcoholic is
allergic to alcohol. One drink sets up a poisonous craving that only more of the poison can assuage. That

is why after the first drink the alcoholic cannot stop.
They have a psychiatric theory equally simple and convincing. Only an alcoholic can understand
another alcoholic’s mental processes and state. And they have an equally simple, if unorthodox,

conception of God.
By Elrick B. Davis, Cleveland Plain Dealer



CSO monthly business meeting
1st Wednesday of every month

6pm
CSO office

join on Zoom by entering this
address

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4121
720850 

  Keystone Group Once a Month
Speaker Meeting

 First Saturday of the month 
Dinner from 7-8 Grilled burgers

and hot dogs Side dishes are
welcome Recovery fellowship

and games from 9-10
3 Points Club in Pueblo

FELLOWSHIP

Upcoming Events

BOWLING EVERY
THURSDAY NIGHT AT
MIDTOWN SHOPPING

CENTER.  9PM-MIDNIGHT.  
COST IS 12.00PP

Long Timers/Gratitude
Luncheon

October 19th, 11-3
First Presbyterian Church

220 W 10th Street
Pueblo, CO No Charge

Please bring a side dish (menu is
Mexican food) and a beverage

for yourself
All areas and AA members

welcome
Sponsored by District 8 CSO

Needing donations for

Fundraiser and people who

would like to help set up and

take down tables for event.

Contact Darren R at 

719-251-9878 



 October Birthdays
Bee J 10/01/2018

Wayne C 10/04/2003
Chuck M 10/10/1989
Carlton C 10/23/2012

Mike G 10/23/1983
Billy B 10/26/1990

Reah S 10/29
Steve C 10/30/1994

Sharon M 10/31/1988

(If I have your sobriety date wrong,
or if you would like your date to be

listed, send me a quick e-mail at
meridiancounseling@yahoo.com

Ft. Lyons (in Las Animas)
needs speakers for a variety of

meetings.  Let’s help these
people in their sobriety!! Call

Kyle P at 7194209587

Pumpkin Carving Contest

Sponsored by AA Groups

3 Point Club

2506 Lake Ave, Pueblo CO

Saturday Oct 26th

1-3 PM

Halloween Dance and
Dinner

Sponsored by AA groups
3 Point Club, 2506 Lake

Ave,
Pueblo, CO

AA meeting 5-6
Dinner 6:30-7:30

Menu: Italian Dinner - we
welcome sides and

desserts
8-10 Dance with DJ Doug

Members 7$
Non members 10$

Dance only 5$
Costume Contest
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