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UPCOMING EVENTS

September 13, 2025, District
8 Meeting 10:30 am at the
CSO, 4035A Club Manor DR.
and on Zoom

September 13, 2025, District
8 Unity Day 11:00 am at Son
Rise Church 421 E. Spaulding
Ave. East of McCulloch
between Stardust &
Shooting Star Dr
September 19 - 21, Taos
Mountain Fiesta

October 1, 2025, CSO
Steering Committee
Meeting, 6:00 pm at CSO,
4035A Club Manor Dr
October 11, 2025, District 8
Meeting, 10:30 am at the
CSO and on Zoom
November 5, 2025, CSO
Steering Committee
Meeting, 6:00 pm at CSO,
4035A Club Manor Dr
November 8, 2025, District 8
Meeting, 10:30 am at the
CSO and on Zoom
November 14 - 16, 2025,
Southwest Regional Forum,
Marriott Albuquerque,
Albuquerque, NM.
November 21 - 23, 2025,
Area 10 Winter Assembly,
Chamonix Casino and Hotel,
Cripple Creek.

SERVICE IN A.A.

With District 8 Elections coming up in
October, | think we should spend some time
talking about service.

WHY SERVICE?

Bill W. wrote, “Hence, an A.A. service is
anything whatever that helps us to reach a
fellow sufferer - ranging all the way from the
Twelfth Step itself to a ten-cent phone call and
a cup of coffee, and to A.A.’s General Service
Office for national and international action. The
sum total of all these services is our Third
Legacy of Service.” (Reprinted from The A.A.
Service Manual combined with the Twelve
Concepts for World Service, page 1)

THE PROBLEM:

In 1950, Dr. Bob died, and Bill realized that
the running of the fellowship needed to be
passed on. In 1955, the 3 Legacies of Recovery,
Unity, and Service were turned over to the
fellowship.

The First Concept places the authority to run
A.A. in the hands of the fellowship. However,
how is the fellowship going to publish literature
or handle requests from outside entities? Who
is going to help other countries establish A.A.?
Who is going to answer the phone when an
alcoholic calls for help?
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Something had to be done so the fellowship could help the sufferer. Just imagine
going on a 12" step call. How are you going to find out that there is someone who
needs help? How are you going to pass the message on without a book? There has
to be some sort of organization.

SOLUTION - SERVICE

Normally, service work begins at the group level. A new member will be asked to
help the group. The group always needs assistance setting up and cleaning up the
meeting location, making coffee, or greeting people coming to the meeting. Once
the member gets comfortable in A A, there are many ways the individual can be of
service outside the meeting. Remember, most of the work of A.A. is done by
volunteers.

The A.A. service structure was established to give the fellowship a voice in the
operation of A.A. As we are members of A.A. or A.A. groups, we dre responsible for
getting involved so we have a say in what happens and know what is going on.

As an example, let's talk about the 4™ of July picnic hosted by the CSO. The
picnic used to be held at the Pueblo Reservoir. An A.A. member who had mobility
issues asked the CSO if we could find a location with better handicapped access. It
was decided at a CSO business meeting to move the picnic to a city park. There
were people upset by the change, but where were they when the decision was
made? The same thing applies decisions made that affect A.A. as a whole. Nothing
is done in secret and there is a lot of information that goes back and forth
between A.A. World Services and the fellowship.

A.A. SERVICE STRUCTURE
Every year, Colorado sends a Delegate to the General Service Conference in
New York. This is where the fellowship tells the General Service Board what they

want them to do.

During the Spring Area Assembly, the Delegate gets a feel from the Assembly of
what they want the Delegate to do about the issues that will be discussed in New
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York. For some items, a group conscience will be taken at the assembly to guide
the Delegate. Every group has a voice at the Assembly, and they send their General
Service Representative (GSR) to speak for them.

The District is a link between the Area and the Groups. It sends a representative
(the DCM) who speaks for the groups he or she represents. If a group is unable to
send a GSR, the DCM represents them. The district also helps develop the GSRs.

The GSR goes to the District and Area to provide their group’s feelings about the
issues that affect their group and A.A. as a whole. They also bring back information
to the group from the Area, District, and A.A. World Services. The GSR helps their
group understand what is going on.

For more information, please see “The A.A. Service Manual Combined with the
Twelve Concepts for World Service” (BM-31).

MORE SERVICE
There are many other ways you can provide service to A.A.

There are numerous service committees at the Areaq, District, and Central Service
Office (CSO). These entities do much service to help bring the message to those
Alcoholics who are still suffering. Some of them are: Carrying the message into
correction facilities, public information, or planning activities.

The CSO provides services to the groups in Southeastern Colorado. It has the
phone where alcoholics can call for assistance. It is also available for contacting
the districts and their service committees. The office also maintains the meeting
list, provides literature and coins, and is a communication hub.

FINAL THOUGHTS
| have always been involved in A.A. service. It has enhanced my sobriety and

allowed me to get out of myself. It has taught me the concept of twelfth tradition
anonymity: | am not the messenger, | am the message.
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TRIVIA TIME

Congratulations to Wayne C. for answering last month’s trivia
question:

What did Bill W. say was the only purpose of an AA group?

Answer: "'Sobriety --freedom from alcohol --through the teaching
and practice of the Twelve Steps, is the sole purpose of an AA
Group.” This is from the April 1963 Grapevine, "Problems Other Than
Alcohol”. It is also used in the “Problems other than Alcohol”

pamphlet (P-35).

Note: | feel that this is an idea that should be looked at by our
groups.

This month’s question:

What was the original title of the Big Book voted on by the
fellowship and why was it changed?

Please contact us with your answer to receive a free piece of
literature from the Central Office.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Central Office’s only revenue is from contributions by individuals and
groups and sales of literature and coins. At a minimum, the office needs requires
$700 a month to cover its minimum expenses. This does not include the expenses
of activities, purchases of literature and coins, and other services required to run
the office. As of September Ist, our year to date (fiscal year April 1, 2025 - March
31, 2026) revenue is $1937.93 less than last year’'s revenue at this point. If you have
any questions about the office’s finances, please visit Kevin at the CSO. Detailed
financial statements are provided at the monthly CSO business meeting.

Coming Soon, AAWS is dropping the price of the Anniversary Printing of the Ist
Edition of the Big Book. It is exactly the same as the 4th Edition, except the first 164
pages is 179 pages because “The Doctor’s Opinion” is page 1. It got moved to the
front matter in the 2nd Edition. The stories are different, but this is your chance to
get a Big Book for under $5.00.

A.A. Produces d set of guidelines that cover many topics in A.A., including the
internet, intergroups and central offices, relationships with clubs and Al-Anon, and
many others. They are not rules, but they provide guidance on these topics based
on the experience of A.A. The Central Office will provide a set of guidelines to any
group who wants one, free of charge. Contact the CSO for more information.

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Tony S. 09-22-1975 Don 09-20-2015
Jan E. 09-20-1984 Tom L. 09-19-2009
Jeannine 09-26-2023 Kris A. 09-09-2009
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MONTH YEAR CSO FINANCIAL SUMMARY

June 1, 2025 Balance: $990.80
Revenue: $1240.88
Expenses: ($1399.61)

June 30, 2025 Balance: $832.07
Revenue: $1976.00
Expenses: ($1617.39)
Operating Funds: 8/1/25 $1190.68
Prudent Reserve: $2500.00

Miscellaneous Fund: $1000.00

Note: The Prudent Reserve and Miscellaneous Fund are established by
The CSO Charter. The Prudent Reserve is held to support office
operations
for 3 months (not including literature purchoses) and the Miscellaneous
fund
is available for emergent purchases (for example, the office must
relocate).




